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	Critical Analysis – Love stories
When it comes to love stories, in real life, and novels, there never misses some form of obstacle engrossed. The worst experiences are worth writing them down, just as the adventures, intimacy, romance, and everything nice about relationships. In the novels, Norwegian Wood, Dept. of Speculation, and The Notebook, there seems to always be an obstacle that keeps the love-struck characters apart. How the characters challenge the obstacles, determine whether their stories will have a happy or tragic ending.  
The novel Norwegian Wood, by Haruki Murakami, explores a twist of events in which the characters experience love, sex, and romance which shape their lives and destiny. The novel begins with Toru Wantabe listening to Norwegian Wood by the Beatles, which triggers nostalgic feelings. Toru goes down memory lane, eighteen years back, when he lost his best friend Kizuki to suicide. The loss of a loved one is one unimaginable pain anyone can go through. Kizuki’s girlfriend, Naoko, is left in shock and disbelief after learning about his boyfriend's death, falls into depression, and Toru offers to comfort her("Sex And Love Theme In Norwegian Wood | Litcharts").
 Although Toru wants to help, the more time they spend together, the more he desperately falls in love with Naoko. The timing for Toru shows how unpredictable love can be that anyone can fall in love with anyone, anytime, regardless of the situation. One way Toru expresses his love is the responsibility he feels towards taking care of Naoko. Naoko, however, is not ready for a relationship and goes to a mental institution as she realizes her condition is getting worse, and she cannot control herself. Heartbreaks can be so overwhelming to the point of making someone mentally sick. Toru, desperately in love, will go anywhere Naoko is, so he decides to be visiting her in the institution. Toru becomes friends with Naoko's roommate, Reiko, who eventually gets Toru and Naoko to be intimate (“Norwegian Wood”).
In college, Toru is distracted by a girl named Midori, who is more exciting and adventurous compared to Naoko. Out of sight, out of mind. Midori, however, learns about Toru’s relationship with Naoko and leaves Toru. Toru learns from Reiko that Naoko committed suicide, and feels lost, alone, and deeply hurt. No matter how much Toru tried to help Naoko, no one can get the other out of heartbreak, except themselves. Reiko and Toru have sex after consoling each other, Toru feels revived, and later goes to Midori to amend their relationship, which did not work. Toru faces his past and decides to accept everything that happened from the relationships that did not work, the loss of a loved one, the intimate and romantic moments, and how it helped to shape the man he is. 
Dept. of Speculation by Jenny Offill is a series of stories, some pulled off from real-life situations and are relatable in terms of love and marriage experiences we go through. The character, is a writer who falls in love, marries, has a child, but the man he loved disappoints her eventually (“Dept. of Speculation”). The unnamed daughter narrates her love life when she falls in love with a man and all the wonderful, though little things they do together. At this point, the writer is blinded by love and does not see the traits that she should watch out for, and so do many in the first stages of love. 
As she enters into motherhood, the wife feels the joy that cannot be compared to anything. The love she feels as she holds her baby explains how motherhood is such a blessing, even with all the hard work that comes with it. The beautiful feeling of love for her husband fades as the wife is betrayed and starts to feel pain and sorrow. Although infidelity has rocked their marriage, the wife still portrays the husband as a good and kind person. The story of the wife gives a type of picture of love and marriage. The couples come together, despite their different personalities, and try to work things out as they still have hope that their marriage will work. We learn to work together through the good and bad times in a marriage ("A Review Of Dept. Of Speculation By Jenny Offill - The Literary Review"). 
 
The Notebook is a story of the power of love and how it defies all odds when it is in its purest form. The characters include two teenagers who fall in love in North Carolina. Noah Calhoun and Allie Nelson spend one magical summer together, in 1932, in a small town called New Bern ("The Notebook - Book Review - The Hope Chest Reviews"). The characters come from totally different backgrounds, where Allie comes from a well off family while Noah comes from a poor background. Their differences show that love knows no boundaries regardless of material things such as social or financial status. 
Allie and Noah’s romances are, however, short-lived, and they never get to meet again until 14 years later. All through the years, Allie and Noah missed each other a lot, and being out of sight from each other or time never made their love fade (“The Notebook”). Allie grows up and gets engaged to a powerful attorney, Lon Hammond, while Noah works in far yet, both of them still miss each other terribly and seem to never get over that short but so magical summer.
Take about destiny, one day Allie reads a newspaper story about Noah and his projects and takes the opportunity to go to New Bern to see him. The thought of Noah stirs memories and emotions enough for Allie to pause her wedding plans and take a random trip. Allie shows up at Noah’s door, and their longing and desire to be together is the same as fourteen years ago. The soul mates spend the night together and go back to a comfortable relationship as if they were never apart. Allie knows how important Noah is to her life and has to choose between staying with her soul mate and going back to her fiancé. 
Nicholas Spark then goes on to narrate the story of an elderly couple who has Alzheimer's. Even with old age, the couple lives their love life as if it was their first date. People go beyond limits to express their love to their partners, and the husband does the same. The couple is filled with love for each other, and the husband goes extra lengths to even romance her wife over and over again so she can always fall in love with him.
In conclusion, the love-struck characters in all the novels experience some time of challenge in their relationships. The beautiful moments plus the bad times add to an interesting turn of events. Despite the obstacles, the characters still find a way to express whatever they feel, whether it is love, care, and romance. Although we leave it to fate to decide, we see the effort and the extreme ends one can go to be with their loved one.
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